IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

J.S. Patent No, 6,873,772 B2 

Application Serial No.: 10/078,406 Group Art Unit: 2839 

Filing Date: February 2 1 , 2002 Examiner: Chandrika Prasad 

For: OPTICAL FIBER TAPE WITH OPTICAL FIBER ARRAY 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PRIOR ART SUBMISSION 

Sir: 

For the possible benefit of anyone subsequently evaluating the scope and/or validity of 
the above patent, it is respectfully requested that the following references cited in the 
corresponding Japanese Application, be placed in the file wrapper. 

1. Japanese Office Action dated February 22, 2005 (with partial English 
translation). 

2. Prior art reference: JP2002-228898 (with abstract). 

The undersigned has not reviewed the teachings of these references in detail and thus 
makes no representations concerning their relevancy or materiality. 

Respectfully submitted, 

V 



Date: {/^l^J ^(,li7 0 f Xl^^tt,^ 




egistration No. 22,973 



McGinn & Gibb, PLLC 

Intellectual Property Law 

8321 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 200 

Vienna, V A 22182-3817 

(703) 761-4100 

Customer No. 21254 



o: Page 3 of 3 



2005-04-15 13:14:34 (GMT) 



1-703-995-0669 From: Roger P Lewis 



HIR. 04 9 

The construction of the invention relating to Claims 1-18 and the 
construction of the embodiments is unclear. It is unclear as to 
what part of the embodiment the tape core line in the invention 
relating to Claim 1 corresponds . In addition, it is unclear as 
to exactly what position is indicated in the embodiment by the 
"fixed side of the fiber array" in the invention relating to Claim 
1. The same applies to the "specific position of the tape core 
line and reverse side" in the invention relating to Claim 1. In 
Claim 1, reference is made to "tape fibers formed in specified 
numbers in a separated state". However, in the embodiment, there 
is an inconsistency in that it states that "tape fibers are formed 
in x 203 f members". In addition, in Embodiments 1-5, relative to 
the fact that the optical fibers are separated one at a time, in 
the invention relating to Claim 1, the optical fibers are 
separated in specific numbers smaller than the number present. 

The invention relating to Claims 2 and 3 is also unclear, for the 
same reason as that cited in relation to the invention relating 
to Claim 1 . 

Also, the invention relating to Claims 4-18 cites the invention 
relating to Claims 1-3. 

Furthermore, the Specification and Drawings of the present 
application do not satisfy the conditions stipulated by Article 
3 6 Section 4 and Section 6 of the Patent Lav/. 

Moreover, since the contents of the present application are 
extremely vague, no examination will be performed in relation to 
the patent conditions of novelty and non-obviousness in relation 
to the invention relating to Claims 1-18. 
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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical fiber array converted coated optical fiber with which the 
wiring of an optical fiber is facilitated to prevent damage when narrowing the pitch of the optical fiber 
constituting the optical fiber tape, and an array conversion operation is easily performed 
SOLUTION: One end of an optical fiber array converted coated optical fiber 1a is formed as at least one or 
more optical fiber tapes 2a, and the other end is formed as two sets of optical fibers 3a again made into a 
tape shape. The optical fiber tapes 2a at one end are separated for each tape from one end to the other 
end, and are again made into a tape shape to be the optical fibers 3a at the other end after an arraying state 
is converted (array converting part 6). Each optical fiber 3a again made into a shape at the side of the other 
end has at least one optical fiber contained in each optical fiber tape 2a of one end 
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